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The Indian Moon Moth is named for the moon like
appearance of its eyespots. In addition to these
marvelous markings, Moon or Luna Moths are
recognized by their unusually shaped pale green
wings, which span four and a half inches. The back
part of each hind wing extends into a luxuriously long
tail. The Moon Moth flies only at night in the spring
and early summer. The Moon moth lives for only one
week so consider yourself very lucky if you catch a
glimpse of a Moon Moth on a branch or in flight.
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Moon Moths were once very common, but now they
are an endangered species in some areas and protected
by law. The American Moon Moth lives in the eastern
half of the United States. Inlarva form, it eats the leaves
of oak, walnut, hickory and persimmon trees. In moth
form its only purpose is to mate so it is not equipped to
eat.Several other species of Moon Moths can be found
in Europe and on the Island of Madagascar. The Moon
moth of Madagascar is truly a spectacular sight, with
tails reaching up to eight inches long.



Female moon moths lay 4-6
gray-brown eggs with con-
cave tops on the underside of
food plant leaves. Incubation
time is 8-13 days depending
on temperature and humidity.
The caterpillar is mostly green
throughout its five instars (or
larval stages) and spends about
one week in each stage except
the longer fifth instar. Larvae
which are going to overwinter
in the cocoon stage take on a
dark coloration just before
spinning their cocoon. Some
caterpillars will use leaves as
a wrap while others go down
to the ground to spin up what-
ever ground protection they
can find.

NEW MOON

The Cocoon of the Moon Moth
is paper-thin and pupae out-
lines can easily be seen when
the cocoon is held up to light.
In warmer regions of North
America where the moth is
double or triple brooded over
a quarter of the larvae will
spin the darker cocoon and
overwinter instead of emerg-
ing that same summer. While

the caterpillar is still encased
in the cocoon, the skin of the

weeks the moth will be ready
to emerge from its cocoon.

WAXING CRESENT
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Adults emerge from their co-
coons i the mid morning. The
moth pushes itself against one
end of the cocoon, tearing at the
silk with hornlike projections
near the base of the forewing.
A secretion called cocoonase
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can then escape through a hole
about 3/8 inch in diameter.

FIRST QUARTER

Once the moth emerges from
hang its wings so they can ex-
pand and dry before it can fly.

WAXING GIBBOUS

THE SUMMER M@DNS

Full Moon names date back to Native Americans of the Northeastern United States. These Algongquin tribes tracked and differenti-
ated the seasons by naming each full moon. The Moon name was applied to the entire month in which it occured. The dates of the
full Moon shift from year to year because the lunar cycle is approximately 29 days long.

MAY

FULL FLOWER MOON

Flowers are plentiful from New
England to Lake Superior dur-
ing the month of May. Hence
the name Flower Moon. Other
names for the May Moon in-
clude - Full Corn, Planting
Moon, or Milk Moon.

JUNE

FULL STRAWBERRY MOON

This name was universal to all
Algonquin tribes. This moon
is so called because it is dur-
ing the month of June that
strawberries are harvested,
Europeans, however, called
this moon the Rose Moon,

JULY

BUCK MOON

Around the month of July the
new antlers of buck deer push
out of ‘their foreheads with
coatings of velvety fur. This
moon is also called the Thunder
Moon for the thunderstorms
that prevail during July.

AUGUST

STURGEON MOON

The fishing tribes named this
moon after the Sturgeon Fish.
Native to the Great Lake and
surrounding lakes, it is most
readily caught in August. Some
called it Red Moon for its red-
dish appearance through haze.



