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The Karner Blue Butterfly has a close relationship to the wild
lupine. Karner Blue adults are nectar-feeders, aiding in the pol-

lination of a variety of wildflowers. The larvae, however, are

lupine leaves.
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The Karner Blue is a small but-
terfly with a wing span of approx-
imately one inch. The upper sur-
face of the male’s wings is colored
deep violet-blue and fringed with
white. In the female, the upper
surface is a dusky brownish blue
with orange spots on the edge of
the hindwing. The lower surface
is a pale silver with white-ringed
black spots and rows of bright
orange mar ar
the edge of ?wmgs The
larva perfectly matcheﬁ the green
leaves of the vegetation.

Like all butterflies,
Blue has four stages in its -life
cycle - the egg, the larva (caterpil-
lar), the pupa (chrysalis), and the
“adult (butterfly). There are two
generations per year. The first
generation adults appear in late
May to mid-June. Females lay

eggs on the underside of a leaf or -

stem of the food plant, blue
lupine (Lupinus perrennis). These
eggs hatch in seven to eight days.
The resulting second bgood

adults, emerging in mid-July to= [~

the Karner -

highly specialized and feed exclusively on wild blue
Without lupine, the Karner Blue
Butterfly would not survive.
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Lupinus perennis
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The;e blue-violet dense
spikes bloom May through
June in open woods and open
fields. Native throughout "
most of the US, lupine grows
12’ in height.. Sow treated
seeds 1/8” deep in early
spring or summer. Seed
treatment:, Mix seed with 2
cups of damp sand and
refrigerate in moisture proof
container for 10 days before
planting. Sow untreated
seeds in the fall after the first
frost or sow seed just after the
spring thaw in a sandy, dry
area that recieves 4-6 hours of
sunlight.
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early August, lay their eggs singly |
in dried lupine seed pods or near |
the ground on the stems. Eggs of |

the second brood overwinter, to
hatch the next May

Learn more about the Krarner Blue Butterfly

http://f
www.npwrc.orgfresourc?.fdistrflcpid!hri}-
usa/wi/B23 1. htm

>
Miss Rumphius
by Barabara Cooney

is a lovely story to share with your children
and grandchildren. It is the tale of Alice
Rumpbius who travels the world, relives by
the sea, keeps a promise that sbe made to

ber grandfatber years ago, “to make the
world a more beautiful place.”

We all have the power to make the world more
beautiful place.

| Wild lupine dots the roadways in and

out of Iron County along US 2 and
Highway 13 towards Bayfreld, WL
This beautiful, tall, lavender flower
runs along the highway and inhabits
patches of deserted fields and cow pas-
tures. Lupine is found growing in
acidic soil near pine stands or oak
groves.

Ancient cultures believed that the plan.t
"wolfed" all the nutrients out of the
soil. The name lupine comes from the

word [upud. Latin for wolf. Lupine has

~ also been called "wolf-bean" becausé its

flower resembles the flower on a pea

vine. Old maid’s bonnet and blue bon-

net are two other old fashioned names
"

for lupine. ' .

Lupine belongs to the leguminosae -
family, members of which actually add *
nitrogen to the soil. Early civilizations
from Rome to Egypt used lupine to fer-
tilize soil. People and animals found
the plant nutritious. It is low in choles-
terol and higher in protein than the pea '
or  bean. Historically  the
Mediterranean countries have eaten
seeds for centuties. Early Romans
used the poultices made from lupine
seed to aid in digestion not to mention

| its extensive use for skin care cleansing

and liver spot remover.
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