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NANABUSH AND THE BIRCH TREE
Legend of the Great Lakes Indians

\. The daughter of the moon, Nokomis, lived on the shores of
Tschgumi, the big water. She lived with her daughter who was
with child. The West Wind was the father and when the babe
was to be born his mother disappeared with a big gust of wind.
Nokomis was walking through the woods and came upon a birch
bark wmppm;:' When she opened the wrapping, there was a baby
boy. “Grandmother”, he said, “I am Nanabysh.”
Thus was born the great grandson of the moon and the
# son of the west wind. When Nanabush was almost grown hé stole
the magic feathers of the thunderbirds. When the birds realized
it, blasts came from the sky and the thunderbirds came after him.
Nanabush snatched up the bundle of featliers and ran for his life.
The thunder of the birds followed him, lighting struck around
him, and the claws of the thunderbirds reached for him.

He saw an old fallen birch tree that was hollow and he
crawled inside. The claws clicked above him. The thunderbirds
shouted, ‘Nanabush, you have chosen the right protection.” The
great birds could not touch him because the birch tree was their
own child. H¢ lay there while the thunder rolled away. When
all was quiet, Nanabush came out.of the birch tree and spoke.
“As long as the world lasts, this tree shall protect and benefit all
people. If one wishes to preserve anything, one must wrap it in
birch bark. When people want to take the bark from this tree they
must offer tobacco as a sign of gratitude.” ’

Legend has itsthat the birch is never struck by lightning
and its branches are a safe haven during storms. The bark is the
last part of the tree to disintegrate keeping its form long after the
wood has rotted away. It provides shelter for small animals as it

_did long ago for Nanabush.




LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

" Last summer the girl campers enjoyed a brand  new bath and shower
facility, which was built by donations from the Friends of Camp Batawagama. This new facility is located in
the B-unit and houses six sinks, six toilets, and seven individual showers each with an adjoining changing room.
@\ [t has an attached staff/handicap unit containing a shower, toilet. and two sinks. It is built with-high quality
fixtures and unit dividers and has nearly twice the fixtures of the old B-unit latrine. It will be enjoyed for
many years to come by our youth and adult campers.

The Friends of Camp Batawagama have also donated the labor and materials for two new roofs on two of
the camp’s older buildings. This renovation was completed in the winter of 2005,

At the 2005 fall Friends of Camp Batawagama meeting the Board voted to donate the money for an additional
dock for the waterfront. This floating dock will be 36 feet long. 8 feet wide, and have an 8 x12 L-shaped addition at the
end. The purpose of this dock is to moor our rowboats and sailboats for easy access. This will greatly increase the use of
our watercraft especially for our younger campers.

« The Friends of Camp Batawagama have allocated money to replace many of our older tents and purchase
replacement parts for tents. They have also donated money for the summer arts and crafts program for both Youth Camp
and Senior Citizen Days. The Friends of Camp Batawagama have joined the professional 2005 Band Camp Instructional
Staff in the bulldmg of a new Creative Arts Cabin at the camp. *'he Friends will be funding the foundation while the Band
Professwnals will be donating the actual building and the labor to build this new cabin.

I am grateful to the Friends of Camp Batawagama Organization. Through their contributions, they are helping
the taxpayers of Iron County continue the.more than sixty year old tradition of Batawagama.

Sincerely,
Brian Schulze
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The paper birch of the northern forests was
a bountiful provider. Its sap was said to have
healing powers when boiled down to sweet
syrup and when dried and ground, its inner bark
provided flour in times of scarcity. The northern
' Ojibway Indians were called the “Birch Indians™ |
i because the birch tree was as intportant to them as

the buffalo was to the Plain Indians  ~

1/ Tribal craftsmen made pots, pans, kettles and a variety
b/ of utensils from the bark: The craftsmen accomplished |
| this by first heating the bark to bend it into shapes and J§
| then sewing thesbark with spruce roots and finally |
| waterproofing the creation with the pitch from spruce.
Broad and tough sheets of bark were also used to
make wigwams and cinocs.

The birch bark canoe is perhaps the single most
essential creation of the northern Indians who
traveled the waterways. The bark canoe was
tough, boyant and easily repairaBle anywhere in |
the nerth woods. It carried Indian families to ff
gather meat, fish, rice, maple syrup and berries.: J§
The bark canoes could be portaged by
one man and had a capacm of -

1 ton of cargo. -




